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The discovery process is the way you (and the other party) learn more about the
case. It includes an opportunity to look at documents the other side has that relate
to the case. You also have an opportunity to ask the other side questions about
what happened.
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Discovery lets you learn the other side’s version of when and where things
happened. You get a good sense of the strength of your case, and where
agreement might be reached. Many cases settle during the discovery process.

This Guidebook provides only a general overview of the rules that apply if you are
involved in a case that was commenced by a notice of family claim (called an
“action”).

NOTE: This Guidebook does not provide legal advice and must not be used as a
substitute for the advice that a lawyer may provide. This Guidebook provides
general information to help people with matters in the BC Supreme Court.

Steps in the Discovery Process

There are several possible steps in the discovery process, although it may not be
necessary for you to take all of these steps in your case. Each of these steps is
described more fully below.

Discovery of documents: You must disclose to the other parties in the proceeding
all of the documents that could be used by any party at trial to prove or disprove a
material fact. This means that you must describe the documents that you have to
the other party, and make them available for the other party to examine.

Examination for discovery: This is a meeting where one party asks an opposing
party a series of questions.
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Interrogatories: This is a series of written questions provided to the other party to
be answered in writing. They may only be used with leave (permission) of the court.

Pre-trial examination of witnesses: This process may be used if there is a person
who has material evidence relating to the case and who is not a party to the action.
It may only be used with leave (permission) of the court.

You may want to consult a lawyer before beginning the discovery process. A lawyer
can give you important information and advice about how to find out what you
need to know about the other party's case, as well as how much information you
must disclose to the other parties in your proceeding. For information on finding a
lawyer, see Family Law Guidebook - Free and Low-Cost Legal Help to Divorce in
BC.

Discovery of Documents

Rule 9-1 sets out the requirements for discovery and inspection of documents. It
allows you to get access to the documents of the other party that are relevant to
your case and requires you to allow the other parties to see your relevant
documents.

III Read the Rules
Rule 9-1 Discovery and Inspection of Documents

What is a Document?

Key Terms

A “document” for the purpose of a list of documents is not just a piece
of paper. Rather, just about anything that stores information can be a
document.

Page 2
April 2022

SupremeCourtBC.ca



http://137.220.54.240/family-law/overview/family-law-legal-help/family-law-legal-help-introduction
http://137.220.54.240/family-law/overview/family-law-legal-help/family-law-legal-help-introduction
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/169_2009_01#rule9-1
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/169_2009_01#rule9-1

Online Help Guide 7 U"‘* Family Law

SUPREME COURT BC Discovery

Rule 1-1 sets out the definition of “document.” The definition is quite broad, and
includes photographs, films, sound recordings, any record of a permanent or semi-
permanent character, or any information recorded or stored by any means of any
device.

When you're looking for documents, make sure you think of disks, tapes, and
computer files, as well as photographs and films. Importantly, emails are
“documents”. You will have to consider whether you have emails relevant to the
case.

Document Retention

Once you expect litigation may occur, you cannot destroy documents that are
relevant to that litigation. This means that you cannot shred or recycle important
documents, delete emails, erase recordings, etc. Rather, you have an obligation to
retain the relevant documents.

Which Documents Must be Disclosed?

Generally, there are two types of documents that have to be listed and disclosed:

o Documents that are or have been in your possession or control that could
prove or disprove a “material fact”
o Any other document you intend to refer to at trial

To begin the discovery of documents process, you must prepare a list of documents
in Form 20.

Find the Form

-3 Form 20 List of documents

Key Terms

A “material fact” is a fact that is relevant to the claim or a defence to a
claim.

Page 3
April 2022

SupremeCourtBC.ca



https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/169_2009_01#subrule_d2e75
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/law-crime-and-justice/courthouse-services/court-files-records/court-forms/supreme-family/f20.pdf?forcedownload=true
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/law-crime-and-justice/courthouse-services/court-files-records/court-forms/supreme-family/f20.pdf?forcedownload=true

Online Help Guide 7 U"‘* Family Law

SUPREME COURT BC Discovery

The “material facts” in litigation are those facts relevant to the cases as described in
the pleadings (the notice of family claim, response to family claim, any
counterclaim, and the response to counterclaim)

You have to list things that help or hurt your case. You do not get to choose not to
list a document because it is harmful to your position.

Preparing a List of Documents

Once you have decided which documents need to be disclosed, you must list the
documents on Form 20. The list must then be served on all other parties within 35
days after the end of the pleading period (i.e., when the notice of family claim,
response, counterclaim, and response to counterclaim are completed). See Rule 9-
1(1). However, quite often the parties agree to extend this period, as assembling
documents can take a long time. Further, your obligation to produce documents is
ongoing. If you find a relevant document after you have prepared a list, you need to
prepare an amended list that includes that document.

The Form 20 list of documents has three parts:

Part 1: Includes all documents that are or have been in your possession or control
and that could be used by any party at trial to prove or disprove a material fact. For
example:

1.1 15 September 2008, contract of purchase and sale of the family home at 101
Dalmatian Lane (Then check the box if the document is no longer in your
possession or control.)

Part 2: Includes all other documents (if any) that you intend to refer to at trial. For
example, these may be documents that you know exist but that were never in your
possession or control.

Part 3: Some of your documents may be “privileged” and that means that the other
party is not entitled to see them. For example, communications between a lawyer
and his or her client are privileged. If you consulted with a lawyer about your case
and received a letter from the lawyer that gave you some advice about the case, the
letter would be a privileged document and you would not be required to give a
copy of it to the other party.
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Other privileged documents are those created for the main purpose of helping you
prepare to take your case to court. For example, if you met with a mechanical
engineer to get some advice about an aspect of your case and took notes of your
meeting, you could claim that the notes were privileged.

You may want to talk with a lawyer about the law relating to privileged documents,
as it might be difficult for you to determine which documents are privileged. You
may harm your case if you provide copies of privileged documents to the other
side. You must, however, disclose the existence of documents for which you claim
there is a privilege, by listing them in part 3 of Form 20. If you have documents that
you claim are privileged, you must describe the nature of the document and the
basis for making a claim of privilege. For example:

3.1 16 March 2007, letter from a lawyer, Jane Green, advice on excluded property.
(Then state the grounds on which you are claiming privilege, e.g., solicitor/client
privilege.)

The nature of the privileged documents must be described in a way that, without
revealing the privileged information, will enable the other parties to assess the
validity of your claim for privilege.

If Your List of Documents is not Complete

If you later discover that your list is not accurate or complete, or come into
possession of a document that should have been on your list, you must promptly
serve an amended list on the other parties (see Rule 9-1(6)). And, if you think that
certain documents should have been listed on the other party's list of documents,
you can make a demand, in writing, that they prepare and serve a supplementary
list, and make those documents available for inspection (see Rule 9-1(8)). If the
party fails to comply with the demand within 35, days, you can apply to court for an
order that the party comply with the demand.

Examining the Documents

Form 20 requires you to set out the location and time that the documents you have
listed (other than the privileged documents) can be inspected.

Page 5
April 2022

SupremeCourtBC.ca



https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/169_2009_01#subrule_d2e6532
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/169_2009_01#subrule_d2e6612
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/law-crime-and-justice/courthouse-services/court-files-records/court-forms/supreme-family/f20.pdf?forcedownload=true

Online Help Guide 7 U"‘* Family Law

SUPREME COURT BC Discovery

Put all the documents (except any privileged documents) in a convenient file or
three- ring binder and keep them available. The other parties are entitled to come
and look at the documents and can ask you to have copies of all or certain
documents made for them. You are entitled to do the same. When you go to review
the other party's documents, make a list of any documents you think are important
to your case and get copies made for your files.

Copies of documents can be made upon payment to the other party, in advance, of
photocopying fees (see Rule 9-1(13)).

Often now people agree to exchange electronic versions of documents. You may
agree to scan all of your documents and put them on a CD. This is potentially a way
to save money, as photocopying can get quite expensive.

Use of Documents

Do not use documents received in discovery for any purpose other than the
litigation.

All the parties to in a family law case are required to use the documents that are
produced through the discovery process (including copies of records, transcripts of
examinations for discovery, and answers to interrogatories) only for the proper
purposes of the proceeding.

This is called the “implied undertaking” rule of confidentiality. This means you
cannot obtain documents from another party, then turn around and try to use
them in another proceeding. You cannot share them with people outside the
litigation.

There are only two exceptions to this:

1. Where a party has obtained permission from the court to use the document
for a different purpose

2. Where the owner of the document has consented to the document being
used for another purpose.

This obligation is to the court, and if you fail to meet it (for example, by circulating
documents to people outside the case or by using documents from a particular
proceeding for a different case) you can be held in contempt of court, which has
serious consequences, including even potentially jail.
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Legal Advice

The law relating to the disclosure of documents can be complicated. For that
reason, you may wish to consult a lawyer to make sure that you are disclosing all
the documents you should disclose and you are not disclosing documents you
should not.

For more information on finding a lawyer to help with your case, see Family Law
Guidebook - Free and Low-Cost Legal Help to Divorce in BC.

Examinations for Discovery

Key Terms

E An examination for discovery is an oral examination under oath.

It is another tool you can use along with document discovery to learn about the
other side’s version of the facts. Rule 9-2 sets out the procedure for examinations
for discovery.

Read the Rules
III Rule 9-2 Examinations for Discovery

An examination for discovery involves a meeting where one party asks an opposing
party questions about the issues in the dispute. For example, in a case arising from
a marriage breakdown, a party may want to ask the other party about what large
amounts of money were spent on.

Examinations for discovery are part of the litigation process, but they do not take
place in open court, and no judges or court officials are present. The examination
takes place in the presence of a court reporter that records each question and its
answer, and then provides a transcript (a written record) of the examination. The
party answering questions must take an oath or give a solemn affirmation that they
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will tell the truth. The transcript of the examination for discovery, or portions of it,
may be used at trial.

Unless the court orders, or the parties agree, examinations for discovery are limited
to 5 hours per party conducting the examination. (See Rule 9-2(2)).

These two processes - examinations for discovery and document discovery - are
very important to preparing your case. They go hand in hand. Once you have
documents, you can review them and determine which questions still need to be
answered by the other party at an examination for discovery.

And, when you have finished an examination for discovery, you might want to
request further documents.

Arranging the Examinations for Discovery

You arrange an examination for discovery using an Appointment to Examine for
Discovery (Form 21). There are several things to consider when booking an
examination for discovery:

Find the Form

D Form 21 Appointment to examine for discovery

You must serve Form 21 at least 7 days before the date selected for the
examination. (See Rule 9-2(12)). It makes good sense to wait until all the pleadings
have been filed by both parties before scheduling an examination for discovery.
That way you will know exactly which issues are in dispute.

In thinking about an examination for discovery, you need to consider:

« When do you want to examine this person? You need to make sure that
you are available, that the person you want to examine is available (and their
lawyer, if they have one).

« What do you want to ask? You might want to get advice from a lawyer to
make sure you are asking questions of the other party that are both
appropriate and admissible in court if the case proceeds to trial.
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« What documents do you want to use in your discovery? You can bring
listed documents (either yours or theirs) to the discovery and ask questions
about these documents.

o What court reporter will you use? There are many court reporters and
most of them will provide a boardroom that you can use for your discovery.
Make sure you book the court reporter as early as possible as they are busy
and their boardrooms are often booked up. You can find court reporting
services listed in your telephone directory or online.

Do You Have to Pay Anyone?

When you examine a person for discovery, you are required to pay them a witness
fee. Schedule 3 of Appendix C to the Supreme Court Family Rules sets out the
fees payable to witnesses.

Make sure that you know how much it will cost you to examine the witness before
you go ahead with the discovery. If the witness lives out of town, you will have to
pay for their travel expenses, a per diem (per day) rate for meals, and a hotel if they
have to stay overnight. Ask a lawyer for advice about this if you are concerned
about the cost of examining your witness.

What Questions Can You Ask?

Questions on examinations for discovery can be quite broad and can be asked
about anything that is related to your case. In some cases, the person being
examined cannot answer a question right away and you might need to ask him or
her to find out the answer after the examination and send it to you by letter.

The person being examined for discovery must answer any question within his or
her knowledge (or that is possible for them to find out), regarding any matter that is
not privileged, relating to any matter in question in the action. You can also ask the
person being examined the names and addresses of other people who might have
information relevant to the proceeding.

The party being examined may refuse to answer a question. These are called
objections. If the party asking the question does not believe that an objection is
appropriate, he or she may schedule a chambers application after the examination
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to ask a judge to direct the person to answer the question. For more information on
bringing an application see_Family Guidebook - Chambers Applications.

The evidence from an examination for discovery can be used at trial by the other
side. It can be “read in” to the record if the person discovered made admissions.
Further, it can be used to challenge credibility if different answers are made at
discovery and on the stand.

Preparing for an Examination for Discovery

It is a good idea to prepare a script of the questions you wish to ask so you do not
forget to ask any important questions. Typically, all discoveries begin with asking
the person being examined to state their name, address, and occupation.

You normally have only one opportunity to conduct an examination for discovery
so you need to make it count. This may be a good time to consult a lawyer. A lawyer
can help you with the types of questions you can ask, the types of questions you
might be asked, or what to do if you don't know the answer or you think the answer
is privileged. For help finding a lawyer see Family Law Guidebook - Free and Low-
Cost Legal Help to Divorce in BC

Unlike Court, you cannot go watch examinations for discovery in preparation for
yours. However, there are many videos available online showing what an
examination for discovery is like. Of course, any single video may not be good, but
watching a range of the videos should give you a good idea as to what a discovery
will be like.

Getting a Transcript of the Examination for Discovery

When you have examined another party and have paid the required fees, the court
reporter will provide you with an original transcript and as many copies (both
electronic and paper) as you have ordered. If you decide to use all or any part of
this transcript at trial, you will need to provide the court with the original, so you
will want to put this away in a safe place and use a copy.

Transcripts are set out in a question and answer format, with each question and
answer being numbered in chronological order. The transcripts also set out any
questions that have been left outstanding (the undertakings). These questions are
those where the person had to find out information or needed to look at
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documents to find out the answer. You will want to keep track of these questions
and make sure they are answered later. This is true whether you are the person
being examined or the person doing the discovery.

Interrogatories

Interrogatories are a form of written questions posed by one party to the other
party in an effort to obtain information without the fullness and formality of an
examination for discovery.

The requirements for interrogatories are set out in Rule 9-3. They are only allowed
by consent or with leave (permission) of the court. If you believe that
interrogatories are necessary, you can ask for leave by filing an application

under Part 10 of the rules. For more information on bringing an application

see Family Law Guidebook - Chambers Applications.

Read the Rules
III Rule 9-3 Discovery by Interrogatories

Interrogatories must be prepared by using Form F22,

Find the Form

D Form F22 Interrogatories

If the court grants leave or the party consents, you can deliver interrogatories to
any party in the action and they must be replied to within 21 days of delivery.
Answers to interrogatories are delivered in the form of an affidavit, so the party
answering the questions swears to the truth of the answers. If there are more than
two parties in your case but you wish only to send interrogatories to one party, you
are required to send a copy of the interrogatories to all other parties for their
information.

The court, in granting leave, may set conditions on the interrogatories, such as the
number and length, or what topics they are allowed to cover. Interrogatories may
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be useful in cases where, for example, you need specific, precise, factual
information, such as:

e« Numbers

e Data

o Bank accounts

e Inventory

o Contents of a house

o Customers of a particular company
e Other technical information

Deciding whether or not it is worth the effort to file an application to allow the use
of interrogatories may be something to discuss with a lawyer.

When you receive the answers to your interrogatories, make sure they gave you the
answers you require, or provided you with a reasonable explanation as to why they
did not answer your questions. Rule 9-3(6) sets out some reasons why
interrogatory questions do not need to be answered. These are called objections
and must also be included in the affidavit that is required in response to the
interrogatories within 21 days after delivery.

Read the Rules
III Rule 9-3(6) Objections to answer interrogatory

If interrogatories are delivered to you, you do not need to respond to them unless
you agreed to respond or the court has granted the other party leave to issue
interrogatories. If the court has granted leave, make sure that you respond to the
interrogatories within 21 days (see Rule 9-3(4)). Because you have to answer
interrogatories by affidavit, you need to see a lawyer or a notary to swear your
affidavit.

Notice to Admit

A notice to admit is an extremely useful tool. Many lawyers rely heavily on Notices
to Admit to prepare for trial.
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Key Terms

A notice to admit is a document where you ask the other side to admit

that a fact is true or that a document is accurate (you can ask either that

the facts in a document are true, or that the document is what it says it
is).

Notices to admit can be delivered to any other party in the proceeding. They are
dealt with in Rule 9-6 and Form F24. A copy of Form 26 is attached to this
guidebook. Parties have 14 days to respond to a notice to admit.

Find the Form

3 Form F24 Notice to admit

Read the Rules
III Rule 9-6 Admissions
If you are served with a Notice to Admit you must respond within 14 days. There
is a very important time limit in Rule 9-6(2). If you do not reply to a notice to admit
within 14 days, you are deemed to have admitted the facts contained in the notice

to admit. Those facts may be very important and it is difficult to withdraw an
admission, even a deemed one, once it is made.

Once a fact is admitted, it is no longer at issue in the proceeding. A Notice to Admit
can save you from having to prove facts at trial. This can lead to a huge savings of
time and effort.

The practical part of a notice to admit is straightforward. You prepare Form F24 in
which you set out facts and attach documents. You ask the other party to admit the
truth of the facts and the authenticity of the documents. The person receiving the
notice to admit can either admit or deny the facts or documents. For example, if a
term of the contract is in dispute, you can ask the other party to admit that the
contract is the one that both parties signed.

Like a list of documents, set out each fact and document in separately numbered
paragraphs. This makes it easier to respond to the notice to admit. The other party
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can answer each question by setting down the number of the question and then
stating one of these two answers: admitted or denied. If the answer is admitted,
that single word is all that is required. If the answer is denied, you need to set out
the reason why it is denied. There is no official form for a response to a notice to
admit, but you can simply take the form of the notice to admit and include the one-
word response in that form.

Notices to admit are a very good tool to help you prepare for trial. A well-drafted
notice to admit makes preparing for trial much easier, so you may want to consult
with a lawyer once you have prepared your notice to admit, to make sure that it is
in good form and will get the results you want.

If a party denies a fact and the court later finds that the refusal to admit was
unreasonable, the court may order the party to pay the costs of proving the truth of

the fact (see Rule 9-6(4)).

For this reason parties might admit facts in response to a Notice to Admit even if
they previously denied the fact in their Response to Civil Claim. If you think a party
is unreasonably denying something in their response, it may then make sense to
send a notice to admit.

Pre-trial Examination of Witnhesses

Pre-trial examination of witnesses is dealt with in Rule 9-7. In order to examine a
witness under Rule 9-7, you must first bring an application to get an order from the
court allowing the examination. For more information on bringing an application
see_ Family Law Guidebook - Chambers Applications.

Read the Rules
III Rule 9-7 Depositions
You can use this process when you need information from someone who is not a
party to the proceeding and you cannot get this information any other way. This

would also apply when the witness will not respond to your letters or telephone
calls, so you need to compel him or her to answer your questions.

You must conduct an examination for discovery, not a deposition, if a person is a
party to the proceeding.
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https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/169_2009_01#rule9-7
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SUPREME COURT BC Discovery

If a person refuses to answer your questions, you must apply in chambers to get
the court to order the person to attend at an examination. If you get an order from
the court to examine the witness, you will need to prepare and serve a subpoena

in Form F23.

Find the Form

Form F23 Subpoena to withess

This procedure is rarely used. If you think it is going to be necessary in your case,
you may want to consult a lawyer. They can let you know if there might be another
way to get the information, as well as give you a sense of your chance of success.
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https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/law-crime-and-justice/courthouse-services/court-files-records/court-forms/supreme-family/f23.pdf?forcedownload=true
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/law-crime-and-justice/courthouse-services/court-files-records/court-forms/supreme-family/f23.pdf?forcedownload=true
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